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Since 1965 over 3 nil! ion persons fro;;; the rural areas have been 
displaced fi or. their homes by VC/HVA terror or by all ied or hostile 
military actions, or left Communist controlled areas on their own voli 
(This total does not include approximately one million urban residents 
displaced temporarily by the Tot and May offensives on the cities in 
19G8.) . ‘ ' 

* • 

By the end of 1969, ci | .* }> > ox i irately 2.7 million refugees had boon 
resettled or had returned' to their original villages. About 350.000 
remain sd in the active- caseload of registered refugees. 

THE TIDE -HAS TURi-iFiO 


ti on 


The de-escalation of military actions and the extension of security 
to the countryside resulting from the pacification campaign have brought 
about fundamental changes in the refugee situation. 

♦ 

* % * , 

From 1955 through 1968 refugees by the thousands streamed into- the 
refugee camps and the squatter villages on the outskirts of the cities, 
province capitals and district capitals. . # 

Since early 1959 they have returned in equally large numbers to 
the villages and hamlets from .which they fled, or have been resettled 
in new viable communities. • 

* I 

* 

The number of registered refugees in the active caseload peaked at 
l/ioG.uoO in February 1SG9, was down to about 350,000 by the end of the 
year. 

G ener ation of flew Refuge es There were over <100,000 new refugees 
in 1967, over 300,000 in 19 68, less than 100,000 in 1969. There 
were 100,000 "war victims" in I960, persons displaced temporarily for 
short periods of time. 


Reestablishment of Refugees In 1968, 235,000 refugees were resettled; 
in 1969 this ■ number increased to over 500,000. 

In 1968 91,000 returned to their villages, in 1969 over 500,000 






rffugef benefits 




fom 
in 


Ihc Refugee [>1ock of tli? GVN Mini.s try of Social Wal faro,' non-existent, 
years ago, and new s Inf Tod by 1 GOO cmpl oyees in the .field and floo’. 
ifjon, provide:; the; f o 1 1 owing principal benefits for refugees :' 


Temporary Ass is ton ce of Vi! $1G or. VM -$8 and 1 lb, of rice per 
person per day for CU clcys. • ' 

ft 

Reset tl croon t A1 1 owdR ces for those resettled or returning to their 
villages of Vi! $11,000, "10 sheets of roofing, 10 bars of cement 

(or VN $2, GOO in lieu of cement) and a 6 months supply of rice per 


Var ying Allowances and In dam nifies for "war victims", surviving 
dependents of civilian casualties and for war related injuries. 

U.S. AND I irm -NATIONAL SUPPORT . 


' Tha GVN refugee pn' o gram is supported by 97. Advisors (25 in Saigon 
end 72 in the field), seme 30 American voluntary agencies (10 under 
contract with AID), a loam of UN advisers, UN I CPF, and a large number 

of Free World voluntary agencies. 
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U.S. FINANCIAL INPUT • ' .. . 



"of the GVi! budget. (The Ministry receives less than VN $500 million 

from the GVN's own budget). 

‘ ' • • 
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THE FUTURE • * 

* 

* * 

It- would be a. mistake to assume that the refugee problem is solved 

when the refugees are resettled or return to their villages. 

d 

/ 

Very lar^e numbers of present and former refugees, possibly as 
many as one million, have not yet received the resettlement benefits 

to which they are entitled. 

* • 

♦ 

Many of the temporary camp's which have been converted into 
permanent resettlement sites still lack essential public facilities, and 
their economic viability is at best tenuous. 
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The refugees who Ht.vo returned Or aro returning to tlioir own 
vi 1 i ages • rocui re continued substantial assist-unco to become sen- 
supporting and to ho rc-.i integrated into the normal li fe of too coiiim.ni i cy. 


Beyond that, the most vulnerable groups ’among them •• orphans, 
war wi ciov.'s , the physical ly disabled end the aged not attached to faun .y 
groups - will require special attention. 

The quail tv and quantity of assistance the refugees and war vice ins 
as a group - about 2555 of the total population - receive from the (A.-; 
during the transition from war to peace will have an ir,iporca;u bearing 
on where their loyalties will turn in the forthcoming pol itical .contest 
between the VC and the Saigon government. ' 
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